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Susan Porter UJA speech
[after Barry Waldorf introduces her, after kidding her gently by telling some playfully “embarrassing” anecdotes] 
· Barry, thank you very much for that introduction, and for sharing so many fascinating stories about me.
· I can’t wait till it’s your turn to be honored at an event, so I can share some similar stories about you—but don’t worry, we’ll get together beforehand and agree which stories I’m allowed to tell.
· First off, I would like to thank Jay Waxenberg, Mitch Drossman, Linda Wank and their committee for selecting me as this year’s honoree.
· Your award has special importance to me, because I understand that I’m the first non-practicing attorney to be so honored—I’m employed by a corporate fiduciary.  So I thank you for this unique honor.
· My thanks also go to Marjorie Stern and the UJA Federation for the effort expended in organizing this evening’s dinner and program.
· Tonight the UJA is also honoring Westchester Jewish Community Services with a Special Recognition Award.
· As someone who has been involved in philanthropic activities for a long time, I made it a priority two weeks ago to visit several of the programs that are supported by Westchester Jewish Community Services, and they are all doing outstanding work that benefits the lives of people in the community.
· The WJCS Family Center in Yonkers offers a full range of early childhood services to local children, and when I visited their facility, I was once again reminded of the fact that the UJA helps the needy regardless of race, religion or national origin.
· I was equally impressed when I stopped by Valdale House, a group home for adults with developmental disabilities run by WCJS’ Community Residential Care Division.  The facility helps its residents to function as independently as possible in the very community in which they reside.
· Westchester Jewish Community Services clearly shares the UJA’s mission of “Tikkun Olam” [Tee-koon oh-lam]—an expression that I’m sure most of you here know, meaning, “to repair the world.”

· Above all else, I would like to express my gratitude for all the people who support the UJA, and especially to express my gratitude to everyone who contributed so generously to the UJA and its philanthropic activities by coming here tonight.  
· I truly consider this to be a lifetime achievement award, and I’m so touched and moved that so my brother and his wife and many of my friends and professional colleagues are here to share this special evening with me.

· As many of you know, I’m far from the “new kid on the block,” and because I’ve wanted to share my 35 years of experience and give back to this business that has been so good to me, I have made it my vocation to try to mentor as many young people as possible who are coming up the ranks in our profession.
· And if I’ve been an effective mentor, it’s only because I’ve been exposed to so many people in our profession who have shared their knowledge and wisdom with me.

· I’ve been blessed with a rich and rewarding career, and while I’m here, I’d like to share with you several reasons why I have been involved with bar-related activities.
· One is the opportunity to undertake business networking, better known as marketing.  You never know when the person whom you met casually at a social function will come back to you later and ask for your assistance.
· Another experience I’ve been able to share, largely due to my role in National Attorney Development for U.S. Trust, is knowledge of the various nuances across the jurisdictions that affect prasctioners in our area of trusts and estates.

· I have also been able to get together socially with colleagues for reasons totally unrelated to client-related matters, and that’s a pleasure.
· And because I’ve been able to learn from so many brilliant and knowledgeable people in our profession, I have been able to make a difference in the quality of legal advice and support that we deliver for our clients at U.S. Trust.
· But the most wonderful benefit of my bar activities has been making wonderful, lasting friends, and it’s amazing to see so many of you here tonight.
· Thank you very much for coming here, and most importantly, thank you for showing your support for the UJA’s philanthropic activities by coming here.  
· With your contributions, you are helping many, many people whom you’ve never met, but who nevertheless are very, very grateful—as am I.
· I wish you all a superlative evening, and thank you once again for this outstanding honor.  It surely means a great deal to me.
