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Pillsbury Winthrop Finance/Financial Services Practice Brochure
Legal matters regarding financial services are complex, delicate, ever-changing, and often involve vast sums of money, with far-reaching and lasting consequences.  For that reason, clients of all sizes and varieties choose Pillsbury's Financial Services Group for the full-service, management-level, and Board-level experience and insight we provide regarding matters involving the financial arena.  Since its origins nearly 150 years ago, Pillsbury has served clients in the financial services industry and kept up with changing times.  

Owing in part to its origins in New York City, Pillsbury has long been known as “a window on Wall Street,” because of the fact that its leading Finance partners often have substantial backgrounds either in the halls of finance itself or in government regulation of the industry; they offer an insider’s insight and know many key figures personally.  Similarly, in Washington, D.C, the firm functions as “a window on D.C.,” also owing to our attorneys’ considerable government experience.  In addition, we offer locations in other key U.S. domestic and global financial centers. 
Our knowledge extends from the largest industry players in the world to mid-size and smaller local financial institutions.  As a result, we understand who our clients are and what needs to be done to protect them and ensure their growth. 
The Pillsbury Difference

What sets Pillsbury apart from other firms? Thanks to our almost 150 years of finance and financial services experience in New York and California, more than 40 percent of Pillsbury’s firm-wide work touches the financial services industry. As a hallmark of our standing in the financial field, in California, we represent more banks and undertake more bank-related work than any other firm in the state.
The Financial Services Group’s experience is diverse and covers a wide range of legal disciplines.  Since many team members have backgrounds in government agencies and as general counsel at some of nation’s largest financial institutions, we deliver high-value work and value-added services for all sizes of clients.  Significantly, a critical part of what we offer clients is Board-level and board committee advice and counsel.  On the transactional side, we represent financial institutions as lenders in a variety of markets regarding many types of transactions.  
Our attorneys keep current with the latest changes in financial regulatory law so that we can best serve our clients.  We have established a powerful practice regarding the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau (CFPB), the independent government agency responsible for consumer protection in the financial sector. We are also knowledgeable in helping clients navigate the new regulations regarding diversity and inclusion policies and practices of regulated entities that came into effect in June 2015 as enforced by the Dodd-Frank Act.
Many law firms have difficulty maintaining an impartial stance with clients because they themselves are often so intimately involved with the outcome of their clients’ financial matters.  As part of its client philosophy, Pillsbury prides itself on its independent position and is dedicated to pursuing any course of action necessary to protect the client’s best interest.

What We Do

Our field of knowledge in the financial world is wide and comprehensive.  We advise on a full range of secured and unsecured financings, including:

· asset-based credit facilities

· acquisition facilities

· financial assets
· warehouse facilities

· letter of credit and acceptance facilities
· commercial paper conduit; and 
· capital market back-up facilities. 
Our advice on regulatory matters includes product design, geographic and functional expansion, and compliance matters. Our corporate trust group supports clients regarding complex structured securities and counsels them on defaulted obligations, bankruptcy and creditor claims.

Notably, one of our attorneys’ specialized fields of knowledge is offering skilled representation in every aspect of equipment finance.  They have transaction experience involving aircraft, rail, satellites, telecommunications and other equipment, as well as fixed assets such as coal mines, manufacturing facilities and electric power plants. 

When it comes to distressed debt trading activities, we counsel clients with the trading itself, purchasing or selling distressed debt portfolios, and structuring more complex distressed debt assets. In distressed debt situations, we represent clients both on the creditor and debtor side.  Regarding project finance, we help clients with early project development matters related to bidding, contracting and regulatory work; structuring a project’s commercial contracts to support financing objectives; and handling tax and local matters. 

Domestic and international clients request our advice in a wide array of regulatory advice and financial transactions, including:

· commercial lending
· debt restructuring
· derivatives
· tax-exempt financing

· distressed investing; and
· debt trading. 
Our finance attorneys provide a broad spectrum of corporate trust and agency services from initial issuance to defaulted obligations to clients who are typically foreign and domestic banks, insurance companies, funds and other financial institutions. In addition, we also serve the company side of financial transactions for our firm’s corporate clients.
Specialized Areas Where We Can Help
Our areas of specialized knowledge are far-reaching. We assist clients (including non-FDIC regulated institutions) with transactional and bank (and nonbank) financial institution mergers and acquisitions, including project finance, energy and infrastructure, and transportation.  With our cross-practice range of services that includes tax, antitrust, employment, litigation, clearing and settlement, regulatory, and ERISA affairs, we handle matters involving investment banking, asset-backed lending, corporate trust services, and commercial lending.
We assist regarding:

· leveraged finance

· public finance
· structured finance
· transportation finance
· equipment finance
· trade finance
Our New York finance practice has deep experience with leveraged lending. Firm-wide, we weight in on such matters as virtual currencies and financial services litigation and investigations.  With insolvency and restructuring affairs, we undertake creditors’ rights work for banks with mid-market and large distressed credits.  In addition, our clients ask us for guidance in matters regarding payments, privacy and data security. 
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