Vincent Van Gogh Exhibition Remarks -Tuesday, November 22, 2005

The Metropolitan Museum of Art (1000 Fifth Avenue at 82nd Street)

6:30-8:30 p.m.

· Hello, I'm Peter Scaturro, the chief executive officer of U.S. Trust.  I'd like to welcome you to this amazing exhibition of Van Gogh's drawings.
· Vincent Willem Van Gogh was born in 1853 and died in 1890. He only lived for 37 years, and he only painted for the last 10 years of his life, from 1880 to 1890, but the intensity of his talent is clear to see in these magnificent drawings, many of which rival his painted masterpieces as works of sheer brilliance.

· If you study his drawings carefully, you can see the influence of pointillism and Japanese woodblock prints on his work. Many of these drawings lay the groundwork for future paintings. What is perhaps most remarkable is his mastery of perspective and his attention to detail.

· U.S. Trust is proud to sponsor tonight's event, and we'd like to thank the Metropolitan Museum of Art for hosting this exhibition. The Museum has been a great New York institution since opening its doors in 1872, just in time for the revolution in European painting that Van Gogh was part of.

· Van Gogh once wrote, "Great things are not done by impulse, but by a series of small things brought together." That's our approach to wealth management at U.S. Trust. We believe in using bringing together the financial disciplines at our command to focus on our clients' entire financial picture, so that we can help our clients—and their families—preserve and enhance their wealth for generations to come..

· Van Gogh was a tremendously innovative artist who left a lasting impact on generations of artists who came after him.

· In practicing the art of wealth management, U.S. Trust is an innovative firm with a proud history of benefiting many generations of affluent Americans and their descendants.

· We can do this because we're solely a wealth management firm, and we focus on wealth management only. Unlike investment banking firms, we're not distracted by other businesses.

· Thank you for coming tonight, and please enjoy this rare exhibition of drawings that gives us greater appreciation of a towering genius who brought so much beauty into the world.

