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Andy Rothman

Matthews Asia

Andy is an Investment Strategist at Matthews Asia. He is principally responsible for developing research focused on China’s ongoing economic and political developments, while also complementing the broader investment team with in-depth analysis on Asia. In addition, he plays a key role in communicating to clients and the media the firm’s perspectives and latest insights into China and the greater Asia region. Prior to joining Matthews Asia in 2014, he spent 14 years as CLSA’s China macroeconomic strategist. Previously, he spent 17 years in the U.S. Foreign Service, with a diplomatic career focused on China, including as head of the macroeconomics and domestic policy office of the U.S. embassy in Beijing. In total, Andy has lived and worked in China for more than 20 years. A proficient Mandarin speaker, he earned an M.A. in public administration from the Lyndon B. Johnson School of Public Affairs and a B.A. from Colgate University. 

Anthony DeChellis 

OurCrowd

Anthony is President of OurCrowd, a leading global equity crowdfunding platform for accredited investors to invest in Israeli and global companies. He previously served as CEO of Credit Suisse' Private Banking Americas, a wealth management unit of the firm managing over $200B in assets for clients in North and South America. At Credit Suisse, he was on the Board of Credit Suisse Securities USA and the Private Banking Global Management Committee. Prior to Credit Suisse, he was the head of UBS Private Wealth Management in the U.S.  In his 15 years at Merrill Lynch, he held a range of leadership positions; he was Head of European Private Banking based in London and sat on the board of Merrill Lynch International Bank. He earned his M.B.A. at the University of Chicago and a B.A. in Economics from Rollins College. 

William J. Greco

UBS Wealth Management 

Bill is a Managing Director at UBS and the founder of The Greco Wealth Management Group, a team of seven financial advisors who manage over $4 billion in assets.  The team specializes in advising Fortune 500 Companies on managing equity compensation plans and enabling corporate executives to integrate their equity compensation into a comprehensive financial plan. With over 26 years at UBS, he was one of the early pioneers in developing cashless exercise programs for corporations.  Each year from 2006 to 2015, he has been recognized by Barron’s as one of the Top 100 Financial Advisors in the U.S.  Bill earned his B.A. from Babson College in 1985, majoring in Finance, Investments and Quantitative methods.

Grant Rawdin 

Wescott Financial Advisory Group LLC

Grant is the founder and CEO of Wescott.  He founded the firm in 1987, which grew from the tax, business and estate services he provided to clients at law firm Duane Morris LLP. An attorney, an accountant and a Certified Financial Planner, he has served as advisor to many businesses, providing strategic, ongoing, and merger and acquisition advice.  He has been awarded accolades as a top financial advisor in the United States by Barron’s (#22), CNBC (#3), Worth and numerous other media.  His articles, research and advice have been regularly featured in scores of publications.  A frequent guest on television and radio, he is a speaker on a variety of issues at national conferences. He is a graduate of Temple University Beasley School of Law and Temple University, where he received his B.A. in English literature.  He is admitted to both the Pennsylvania and New Jersey Bars.

Brian C. Pfeifler, Managing Director

Morgan Stanley Wealth Management

Brian is a Managing Director at Morgan Stanley Wealth Management, where he provides senior relationship coverage for high-net-worth individuals, families, public and private foundations, pension plans and other institutions. Currently, he oversees approximately $9 billion of client assets. After joining Morgan Stanley in 1990 as an analyst, he worked in High Yield Sales & Trading and joined Private Wealth Management in 1996. In 2008 and 2010, he achieved the ranking of #1 in Barron’s national listing of Americas Top 100 Financial Advisors. Every year since 2005, Barron’s has ranked him among the top five financial advisors nationally.  In 2009, 2014, and 2015, Barron’s named him the Top Advisor in New York, and he was interviewed and featured in the November 9, 2009 issue.  On Wall Street named him its #1 advisor in its 2006 listing of Advisors Under 40.  Brian holds a B.A. in Political Science and American Studies from Amherst.

Phil Shaffer

Morgan Stanley

Phil is a Managing Director at Morgan Stanley and a founder Graystone Consulting, a national leader in providing investment consulting advice to institutional investors, family offices and private clients.  He oversees the Graystone office in Columbus, Ohio, where he plays an integral role in strategic portfolio construction, asset allocation research, and investment manager due diligence.  He entered the investment field in 1980.  From 2011 to 2014, Barron’s named him one of the Top 100 Financial Advisors in America. He is a member of the Investment Management Consultants Association and is a Certified Investment Management Analyst. An original member of the Association of Professional Investment Consultants, he is a graduate with honors from The College of Wooster.
Brett M. Mossman
BlackRock

Brett is Head of BlackRock’s Portfolio Consulting Services group, which is comprised of specialized groups that provide portfolio strategy, portfolio consulting, ETF product consulting, and active product consulting expertise.  He has worked at BlackRock since 2007, including his time with Barclays Global Investors (BGI), which merged with BlackRock in late 2009.  Prior to BGI, he worked in Asset Management at JPMorgan Chase, collaborating with institutional consultants and financial intermediaries on investment strategies delivered through institutional mutual funds, commingled trust funds, separately managed accounts, and structured products.  Prior to that, he worked in JPMorgan Chase’s private banking division, where he advised C-level executives and private business owners on issues and strategies regarding executive compensation, concentrated wealth, and asset monetization/exit strategies.  He has been in the asset management industry since 1996 and earned a B.B.A. degree from Fordham University with a concentration in Finance.

Ambassador R. Nicholas Burns

Former Under Secretary of State for Political Affairs

Former U.S. Ambassador to NATO and Greece

Ambassador R. Nicholas Burns has played a leadership role in U.S. foreign policy toward the Middle East and Asia in his 27-year career.  He was the nation’s top career diplomat as Under Secretary of State for Political Affairs from 2005–2008. He served three presidents: George H.W. Bush, Bill Clinton, and George W. Bush. Before serving as Under Secretary, he worked for five years on the National Security Council at the White House. In 1997, he became the ambassador to Greece, playing a key role in the Kosovo war. In 2001, he was appointed the ambassador to NATO, where he led efforts to secure support for wars in Afghanistan and Iraq. Previously he served in the American Consulate General in Jerusalem, where he coordinated economic assistance to Palestine, and he was posted at the American embassies in Egypt and Mauritania. In addition, he led negotiations with China, Russia, and Europe on the Iran nuclear crisis.
Christopher Hennessey 

Putnam Investments

Christopher is a lawyer and CPA and a member of the Putnam Business Advisory Group, Putnam’s national speaking bureau. He speaks extensively at national and regional meetings on wealth management topics such as tax, estate, retirement, college planning, and asset protection. He has instructed managers and executives in most areas of the world in the areas of finance, investments, accounting, strategy, and entrepreneurship. His research interests include finance, estate planning, innovation, and ethics. He is a member of the American Bar Association, the Massachusetts Bar Association, the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants, and the Massachusetts Society of Certified Public Accountants. He holds a B.S.B.A. from Babson College, a J.D. from Suffolk University Law School, and an LL.M. in Taxation from Boston University Law School.
William Craig Dobbs

Morgan Stanley Smith Barney

Craig is a Managing Director and Institutional Consulting Director for The Dobbs Group at Morgan Stanley Smith Barney, a consulting firm with $260 billion under advisement.  He oversees all aspects of the team, including client relationships, portfolio management, report processing and client presentations.  Barron’s has recognized Craig as one of the top 100 consultants in the country for six consecutive years and recently ranked the Dobbs Group as the number one institutional consulting group in the country.  He has spent 25 years as an institutional investment consultant.  Starting his career with Merrill Lynch in 1988, he moved to Smith Barney in 2002, transitioning through Citi Institutional Consulting (2002-2009) and now Graystone Consulting.  He received a B.S. in Finance from Ball State University.  A registered investment advisor with the NASD, he is a member of the Investment Management Consultants Association and the Association of Professional Investment Consultants and an Accredited Investment Fiduciary (AIF).
Dana Jackson

Graystone Consulting
Dana is a Managing Director of Investments and Institutional Consulting Director with Graystone Consulting in the Menlo Park, California office. With over 25 years of investment advisory experience, he has been consistently ranked by Barron’s as one of California’s Top 100 Financial Advisors (2009-2015) and one of America’s Top 100 Financial Advisors (2005-2011, 2015).  In addition, Registered Rep identified him as one of the leading Investment Consultants in the country. A Board Member of the Association of Professional Investment Consultants, he is a frequent speaker at industry conferences.  He runs a foundation to benefit local high school athletes and is involved in numerous charitable organizations. He studied Economics at Hobart College.
Debbie Howard

Merrill Lynch Global Wealth Management

Debbie is a Managing Director and Senior Financial Advisor in Wealth Management with Merrill Lynch, where she has worked since 1985. She co-leads the Global Corporate & Institutional Advisory Services group (GCIAS), whose over 350 professionals throughout the U.S. serve 128 of the Fortune 1,000 companies. Prior to joining GCIAS, she was the head of Merrill Lynch’s Executive and Equity Plan Product and Service teams. She is a member of Merrill’s Equity and Retirement Advisory Boards.  From 2012 to 2014, she was cited as one of Barron’s Top 100 Financial Advisors and Top 100 Women Financial Advisors.  In 2013, the Financial Times named her one of the Top 400 Advisors. She is a graduate of Kean University with a B.A. in marketing and economics.

Dominic Maister

BlackRock

Dominic is a Director with Black Rock’s iShares ETF Due Diligence Team, which he joined in 2010. The team reviews models, recommended lists and platforms for partner firms and delivers collaborative implementation guides and timely new product, product enhancement, educational and competitive intelligence content. Previously he was an Executive Director at Morgan Stanley and head of Exchange-Traded Fund (ETF) and Closed-End Fund (CEF) Research.  Under his leadership, Morgan Stanley was recognized by Capital Link as having the best ETF research team in 2009 and 2010. In addition, the team provided research recommendations on over 100 CEFs. Dominic began his professional career at Raymond James Financial, joining Morgan Stanley in 1998. His prior roles at Morgan Stanley included six years in Equity Capital Market Sales.  He graduated from the John M. Olin School of Business at Washington University with a major in business and a minor in legal studies.

Eric Gray

Merrill Lynch

Eric is Managing Director – Investments and Private Wealth Advisor at Merrill Lynch Private Banking. He has been advising high-net-worth families for over 20 years and specializes in asset allocation, values-based financial planning, and portfolio construction.  He started his career at New England Digital and was a Vice President at Goldman Sachs for eight years, working with high-net-worth individuals.  He was named in the Barron’s Top 100 Advisors in the U.S. list from 2010-2014.  He earned his B.A. from the University of Pennsylvania and his M.B.A. from UCLA Anderson School of Management.  He also attended the New England Conservatory of Music and the Money, Meaning, and Choices Institute in San Francisco.   
Christopher Gavigan 
The Honest Company

Christopher is co-founder and chief product officer of The Honest Company, launched in 2012 to provide environmentally-friendly products to families.  The Honest Company now has over 3,500 leading retail locations.  As the CEO of Healthy Child Healthy World, a national nonprofit that empowers and educates parents to protect children from toxic risks, he advocated for legislative reforms of the domestic chemical regulatory system, championing new standards and safe options for families in the consumer marketplace.  He also authored a best-selling book, Healthy Child Healthy World: Creating a Cleaner, Greener, Safer Home, with leading contributions from numerous celebrities.  He sits on the Board of Directors of Mount Sinai Hospital’s Children Environmental Health Center (CEHC) and is a Chief Advisor to the Green Product Innovation Institute. He is also on the advisory boards of Healthy Child Healthy World, SAIL Venture Partners, and UCLA’s Environmental Health Sciences Department. 
Geetesh Bhardwaj

SummerHaven Index Management

Geetesh is the Executive Director of Research at SummerHaven Index Management.  He has worked closely with Prof. Geert Rouwenhorst over the past decade on the investment properties of commodity futures. His current work includes the long-term properties of commodities and inflation.  Prior to joining SummerHaven, he was Senior Economist at the Vanguard Group. He earned his Ph.D. in Economics at Rutgers University.
Steven Grill 
Deutsche Bank

Steven is a Managing Director and Client Advisor at Deutsche Bank Securities, where he focuses on asset allocation and fixed income portfolio construction. Before joining Deutsche Bank, he was a Senior Vice President at Morgan Stanley; the Managing Partner of SCM Capital Advisors LLC; the Chief Executive Officer and President of Brascan Strategic Asset Management; Chief Investment Officer of Imagine Group Holdings Limited; and Senior Vice President at Merrill Lynch, where he worked for 19 years. In 1984, he started with the Strategic Solutions Group and completed his time at the firm as a senior member of the Institutional Advisory Division.  He holds a B.A. in mathematics and biology from Boston University and earned his M.S. in statistics and operations research from New York University. He has served as an adjunct Professor of Statistics at the New York University Stern School of Business.

Tom Izzo 

Michigan State Basketball Coach
Tom is Michigan State’s basketball coach.  In his 20 years of directing the Spartans, he led the team to the 2000 NCAA National Championship, seven regular-season Big Ten Championships, four Big Ten Tournament titles, seven Final Four appearances, eight National Coach of the Year awards and a Big Ten-best 18 straight NCAA Tournament appearances. With a career record of 495-199, his 495 wins are fifth most by any coach in his first 20 seasons in the history of college basketball. In late November 2009, he passed his mentor Jud Heathcote (340 wins) to become MSU’s all-time winningest coach. In the NCAA Tournament, he is at his best, winning at a clip of .730 to rank sixth among all active coaches with at least 10 tournament games coached. His 46 NCAA Tournament wins are the most ever for a Big Ten coach and rank tied for eighth all-time.  

James Wallace

Merrill Lynch Global Wealth Management

James is a Managing Director – Wealth Management for Merrill Lynch and has been with the firm for 29 years. As head of Global Corporate and Institutional Advisory Services (GCIAS), James established its corporate services model so that GCIAS is currently the largest asset- and revenue-producing advisory team on Wall Street.  James has been the firm’s #1 FA revenue producer for the last five years.  He has been named as one of Barron’s Top 100 Financial Advisors in America (#15) every year since his first submission in 2011. He also has been recognized by the Financial Times as a Top Advisors globally since its inaugural rankings in 2013. He has been extremely active in charitable work. A graduate of the University of Georgia, he is a member of the school’s Grid Iron Society.

Jeff Erdmann

Erdmann Group

Jeff is the Founder and Managing Director of the 24-person Erdmann Group at Merrill Lynch’s Private Bank in Greenwich, CT.  He has worked at Merrill Lynch for over 29 years, and he and his team manage over $7 billion of investments for over 150 families. Barron’s has recognized Jeff as the top Advisor at Merrill Lynch for the past five consecutive years, and he has been listed every year as one of the top 15 advisors in the industry since Barron’s began publishing its top 100 list. Since 1999, he has regularly listed as one of America’s top advisors to wealthy families by Worth Magazine and Research Magazine. In 2010, he was inducted into Research Magazine’s Advisor Hall of Fame. He holds an economics and business degree from Ohio Wesleyan.

Jeffrey Kobernick

UBS Private Wealth Management

Jeff is a Senior Portfolio Manager at UBS Private Wealth Management, which he joined in 2008. He creates tailored fixed income portfolios, as well as single stock management and asset management strategies. Prior to UBS, he was a Managing Director at Lehman Brothers, where he worked from 2003 to 2008. Before Lehman, he was an Executive Director at Morgan Stanley, where he worked from 1993 to 2003.  For six years, he was a team leader in the Private Banking Division of Chemical Bank. Jeff received his B.A. in Accounting from Concordia University in 1980 and M.B.A. from NYU in 1985.

Jeffrey Rosenberg
BlackRock

Jeffrey is a Managing Director and BlackRock's Chief Investment Strategist for Fixed Income. He works closely with the Chief Investment Officer of Fundamental Fixed Income, fundamental portfolios and team to develop BlackRock's strategic and tactical views on sector allocation within fixed income, currencies and commodities. Prior to joining BlackRock, he spent nearly 10 years at Bank of America Merrill Lynch as the Chief Credit Strategist. At BAML, he and his team were consistently ranked in the top Institutional Investor High Grade Strategy teams and General and High Yield Strategy teams. The highly regarded Situation Room Report, for which he was editor and contributor, continues to be ranked among the top research reports in the industry. He earned an M.S. degree in Computational Finance from Carnegie Mellon, a B.A. degree in mathematics from the University of Minnesota, and a B.A. degree in finance from the University of Wisconsin. He has been a Chartered Financial Analyst since 1997.

James Hansberger

Morgan Stanley
Jim is the founder of Hansberger & Merlin at Morgan Stanley, a wealth management group focused on delivering high-level, comprehensive strategies, including proprietary portfolio management, to the ultra-high-net-worth marketplace. A Managing Director, Wealth Management and a Senior Portfolio Management Director, he has been with Morgan Stanley and its predecessors for almost 40 years.  He has been a member of the Chairman Council since inception, a distinction awarded to the best of Morgan Stanley’s Financial Advisors.  He is the author of Nice Guys Finish Rich and A Guide to Excellence in Investing: The 100 Most Important Principles.  From 2004-2014, Barron’s cited him as one of America’s Top Financial Advisors. He currently has the longest track record in proprietary portfolio management in Morgan Stanley and ranks in the top 10 of all Morgan Stanley Financial Advisors nationwide in many different categories.  

Justin Wagner

Vanguard Investment Strategy Group

Justin is an investment analyst in Vanguard Investment Strategy Group. He is part of the team responsible for establishing and overseeing the investment philosophy, methodology, and portfolio construction strategies used to support Vanguard’s advisory services, products, and strategies. He specializes in portfolio construction and financial planning. Earlier, he worked in Vanguard Asset Management Services and Vanguard Advice Services, providing management and oversight of the portfolio construction and monitoring process for advice clients. He earned a B.S. in finance from Bloomsburg University of Pennsylvania and an M.S. in financial analysis and an M.S. in financial planning from the College for Financial Planning. A CFA charterholder and a Certified Financial Planner, he has been in the financial services industry since 1998.
Kevin Peters 

Morgan Stanley

Kevin is a Managing Director and a Wealth Advisor at Morgan Stanley who specializes in wealth preservation for highly affluent families, institutions and foundations. He is also the creator of the wealth management program, Family University. A registered Financial Advisor since 1982, he joined Morgan Stanley in 2007.  He leads The Peters Group, a 10-person team, at the firm’s corporate headquarters in Purchase, NY that manages over $4 billion of investments for over 200 families. From 2010-2015, he was recognized by Barron’s as one of the Top 100 Financial Advisors in the nation and one of the Top 1,000 Advisors listed by state. He has also been on the Financial Times Top 400 list since its inaugural edition. Kevin graduated from the University of Kentucky with majors in Business and Finance and a minor in Business Law.

Laura Steckler
Raymond James

Laura is a First Vice President, Investments and a Managing Director, Investments at Raymond James.  As a Certified Financial Planner, she provides comprehensive financial planning, including investment and retirement planning, education funding, risk management through insurance planning, tax reduction strategies and multigenerational planning.  She a member of the Raymond James President’s Club for financial advisors who adhere to the highest standards of service for their clients and who display exemplary professional growth. She is also a member of the Raymond James Women’s Advisory Council, representing the best of the best among advisors at Raymond James. Laura graduated from Brooklyn College in New York with a bachelor’s degree. She continued her education and earned her master’s degree from New York University. 
Lee Spelman

U.S. Equity

Lee is a managing director and the head of U.S. Equity Client Portfolio Managers.  An employee since 1989, she was previously a senior research analyst in the U.S. Equity Research group, following the computer hardware and software sectors.  She was also the global technology sector team leader.  Prior to joining the firm, she was a partner and Director of Research at Martin Simpson & Co., a sell-side brokerage house specializing in technology research.  She holds a B.S. in economics from the Wharton School of Business at the University of Pennsylvania and is a CFA charterholder.  A trustee of the University of Pennsylvania, she holds Series 7, 24 and 63 licenses and is a member of the New York Society of Security Analysts.

Mark Curtis

Morgan Stanley

Mark is a Managing Director with Graystone Consulting, a business of Morgan Stanley’s.  He has been based in his Silicon Valley office in Palo Alto, California since 1981.  He and his team of 23 professionals help create customized wealth management solutions for high-net-worth clients and various types of institutional plans, managing over $30 billion in client assets.   He has been ranked 10 straight years as one of Barron’s Top Financial Advisors.  He was recently recognized as one of 15 elite Barron’s Top 100 All-Star Financial Advisors, based on assets under management revenue generated and the quality of advisors practices.  He and his team of professionals were also ranked #1 in 2014 in the state of California.  He is currently serving on Morgan Stanley’s Advisory Board.  He graduated from UCLA with a M.B.A and a B.A from Stanford University. 

Mary T. Mack

Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC

Mary is president and head of Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC and is the leader of one of the nation’s largest full-service retail brokerage organizations. She is a 31-year veteran of the company and has a broad mix of brokerage/advisory, banking and finance experience. Most recently, she led the Financial Services Group. She joined Wells Fargo Advisors through the mergers of Wachovia and First Union. She was named to the top-ranked Most Powerful Women in Banking Team by American Banker magazine two years in a row. She holds Series 7, 63 and 24 registrations. She is a graduate of Davidson College with a bachelor’s degree in International Political Economy.

Michael Klein

Robert W. Baird & Co.
Mike is a Managing Director and Financial Advisor who oversees research and portfolio management for Private Asset Management at Robert W. Baird & Co. He has been advising institutions and high-net-worth individuals for more than 20 years. He has been recognized repeatedly for his industry leadership by Barron’s as a Top 100 Financial Advisor and Top 1,200 Financial Advisor, State-by-State and by the Financial Times as a FT Top 400 advisor. He is a frequent presenter at industry conferences.  Mike holds a Bachelor of Science in electrical engineering from the University of Michigan and an M.B.A. from Marquette University; he is also a graduate of the Advanced Money Management Program at the Wharton School of Business.
James Murphy
T. Rowe Price

Jim is a portfolio manager in T. Rowe Price's Fixed Income Group, managing the firm's U.S. Municipal Long-Term Bond Strategy. He is a vice president of T. Rowe Price Group, Inc., and a member of the Investment Advisory Committees for the Summit Funds.  He has 22 years of investment experience, 15 of which have been with T. Rowe Price. Prior to joining the firm in 2000, he worked as a portfolio manager for Prudential Investments.  Jim received a B.S. in finance from the University of Delaware and an M.B.A. in finance from Seton Hall University. He has also earned the Chartered Financial Analyst designation.
Duy Nguyen
Invesco Solutions

Duy Nguyen is a Portfolio Manager and Chief Investment Officer of Invesco Solutions, which provides customized multi-asset investment strategies for institutional and retail clients. He is responsible for the overall strategy and direction of the team’s investment process; he guides the research agenda, oversees the quality of all portfolio implementation, and communicates the investment process to internal and external teams. Prior to joining Invesco in 2000, he served as assistant vice president and quantitative equity analyst for Van Kampen American Capital and was vice president and director of quantitative services of FactSet Research Systems, Inc. Duy regularly lectures for the graduate program at the University of Houston and is part of the Advisory Committee of the Cougar Fund. He earned a B.B.A. at the University of Texas at Austin and an M.S. degree from the University of Houston. He is a CFA charterholder.

Patrick J. Dwyer

Merrill Lynch Wealth Management

Pat is Managing Director and a Private Wealth Advisor with Merrill Lynch Wealth Management.  He joined Merrill Lynch in 1993, and in 1999, he became one of the first advisors to join a new division established to serve the needs of ultra-high-net-worth families, the Private Banking and Investment Group. Today, Dwyer & Associates is regarded as one of the top 10 advisory practices at Merrill Lynch worldwide. From 2007-2015, he was recognized by Barron’s as one of the Top 100 Financial Advisors in the nation, as the Top Florida Advisor in 2010, 2011 and 2015 and as the No. 2 Advisor in Florida in 2013. The Financial Times cited him in its Top 400 Advisors List in 2014 and 2015.  He has also been ranked in Registered Rep magazine’s annual list of America’s Top 100 Wirehouse Advisors from 2011-2014.  He has been quoted in Fortune, Spears, Barron’s, and other financial publications.

Peter M. Hill

Bailard

Peter is Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of Bailard; he leads the firm in its pursuit to create innovative investment opportunities for clients. He has spent 30 of 39 years of investment experience with Bailard.  Before assuming this role in 2008, he was Bailard's Chief Investment Officer, a post he held for 13 years. Peter is a portfolio manager for the Bailard international and emerging markets equity strategies. Prior to joining Bailard in 1985, he worked in the United Kingdom as the Deputy Investment Manager for the Royal London Insurance Society, Ltd. where he managed portfolios of international equities and unit trusts. He received his B.A. in 1972 from Leeds University and is a Fellow of the Institute of Actuaries, U.K.  Peter currently serves on the board of the North American Foundation for the University of Leeds.

Peter Stahl
Bedrock Business Results

Peter is the founder of Bedrock Business Results, a training and consulting he established in 2012 to help financial advisors understand their clients’ healthcare challenges, equipping them to find solutions. He has 25 years of experience in the financial services community.  As an author and industry speaker, he strives to make the confusing, ever-change world of today’s healthcare easily understandable to all.
Raj Seshadri
BlackRock
Raj is a Managing Director and head of BlackRock’s U.S. Wealth Advisory iShares. She is responsible for leading BlackRock's iShares ETF business across the US Wealth Advisory distribution channels and for leading BlackRock's active and iShares ETF businesses with direct platforms and end consumers. Global Executive Committee and the U.S. Wealth Advisory Executive Committee.  Earlier she was the Global Chief Marketing Officer for iShares, BlackRock's ETF business. Prior to joining BlackRock, she was the Head of Small Business Banking for Citibank N.A. and the Global Head of Strategy for Citigroup. Prior to Citigroup, she was Chief Marketing Officer and Head of Strategy and M&A for U.S. Trust, first as part of Charles Schwab and then Bank of America. She holds an M.B.A. from Stanford University. She also earned an A.M. and a PhD in Physics from Harvard University. She graduated A B. summa cum laude in mathematics and physics from Mount Holyoke College. 

Raj Sharma

The Sharma Group - Merrill Lynch Private Banking and Investment Group

Raj Sharma is Managing Director of Investments and head of The Sharma Group, a part of the Merrill Lynch Private Banking and Investment Group. He has over 27 of experience in wealth management for ultra-high-net-worth individuals and families. For twelve consecutive years (2004 - 2014), he has been recognized by Barron’s as one of America’s top 100 advisors, and in 2014 was recognized as one of “The Stalwart 15” – one of 15 advisors who have been recognized as one of America’s Top 100 Advisors for 10 consecutive years. From 2009 to 2013, he was recognized by Barron’s as the number one advisor in Massachusetts. A regular contributor to national radio and television programs, he is often quoted by Barron’s, Fortune, and The Wall Street Journal. He holds a Master’s degree in Business Management from Osmania University, India and a Master’s degree in Mass Communications from Emerson College.

Reza Zafari 

Merrill Lynch

Reza is a Managing Director-Investments in the Private Banking and Investment Group at Merrill Lynch’s Century City office.  He is a Private Wealth Advisor on a 25-member team that provides private banking services to ultra-high-net-worth clients.  He has 25 years of experience advising clients on asset management, trust and estate planning, and private equity investments.  Prior to joining Merrill Lynch in 1999, he worked at JPMorgan in Los Angeles, where he managed all private banking services for the West Coast South Region.  He also worked for 12 years in private client services at Goldman Sachs and Credit Suisse First Boston. He holds an M.B.A. from the University of California in Los Angeles and is a member of the Board of Trustees at Pomona College.

Richard Jones
Merrill Lynch

Richard is a Managing Director in the Private Banking and Investment Group at Merrill Lynch, Los Angeles. He is a founding partner of the Jones, Zafari Group, a 25-member team that specializes in providing private banking services to ultra-high-net worth individuals and families throughout the country. For the past ten years in a row, Barron’s has included him in its list of Top 100 Financial Advisors. From 1980-1983, at Bank of America, he handed the financing and investment needs of various multi-national corporations and middle market companies. In 1983, he joined JP Morgan, where he began his work advising high-net-worth individuals and families for 16 years until 1999, when he moved to Merrill Lynch's Private Banking and Investment Group.  He graduated magna cum laude from Boston University in 1978 with a B.A. degree in Russian studies and then attended Columbia University where he graduated with a Master’s Degree in International Finance in 1980. 
Robert J. Waldele

Merrill Lynch

Bob is a Managing Director – Wealth Management and senior partner of The Waldele Group, an investment advisory team at Merrill Lynch. He began his career at Merrill Lynch in 1979 as an institutional bond liaison. Two years later, he began his career counseling high-net-worth individuals and families. He has been recognized among the Top 100 Financial Advisors in the country by Barron’s magazine since 2011 and one of Barron’s Top 1,00 Advisors since 2009. His responsibilities on the team include overseeing clients’ overall investment strategy and directing the team’s strategic vision. He graduated from Lafayette College with a degree in history in 1979. 
Richard Saperstein

HighTower Advisors

Richard is Managing Director, Principal, and Chief Investment Officer of HighTower Advisors’ specialty advisory group Treasury Partners.  Saperstein heads a team of 19 professionals who deliver a broad array of cash and wealth management services to corporate and private clients.

He began his career in 1982 and joined Oppenheimer & Co. in 1987. In 2003, he and his team moved to Bear Stearns, where they established and ran the Corporate Cash Management Group. After J. P. Morgan acquired Bear Stearns in 2009, he and his team became affiliated with HighTower Advisors and launched Treasury Partners as an independent Registered Investment Advisor. His perspectives on the markets have been featured in The Economist, The Wall Street Journal, Barron’s, Forbes, Smart Money, AdvisorOne, Kiplinger’s, Financial Week, TheStreet.com, CNBC News, Money Media, Bloomberg, Fox Business News, and The New York Times.

Scott Magnesen

Morgan Stanley

Scott is Managing Director for Morgan Stanley Wealth Management.  He founded the MPW Group at Morgan Stanley in 1982 and has been a Morgan Stanley advisor for over 32 years.  The MPW Group handles over $2.3 billion in assets under management for its clients.  Every day, he works closely with new and existing clients to help them achieve their financial goals.  He has received the President’s Merit Award, which recognizes outstanding service and achievement within the Morgan Stanley organization.  A graduate of Northwestern University, he has also completed an advanced studies program at the Wharton School of the University of Pennsylvania. In 1994, he was honored as National Broker of the Year by Registered Representative magazine.  In 2014, Scott was again named as one of the Top 100 Financial Advisors by Barron’s, for the tenth consecutive year. In 2014, he was named #4 in Illinois on the list of the Top 1,200 Financial Advisors: State-by-State by Barron’s.
Angus Shillington

Van Eck Global

Angus is the Deputy Portfolio Manager for the Emerging Markets Equity strategy at Van Eck Global, responsible for company research and stock selection, covering Asia/Broad EME.  He has been a member of the Investment Management Team since 2009.  Prior to joining Van Eck Global, he headed International Equity for ABN AMRO, where he was responsible for Asian and European equity cash and derivative distribution to North American institutions. Earlier in his career, he held several senior roles in research, sales, trading, and portfolio management, with a focus on the Asian and European markets for BNP Paribas in New York and Los Angeles, for UBS Securities in Hong Kong, and for Hill Samuel/BLW in Edinburgh.
Vineer Bhansali, Ph.D.   
PIMCO

Dr. Bhansali is a managing director and portfolio manager in PIMCO's Newport Beach office. He currently oversees PIMCO's quantitative investment portfolios. From 2000, he also headed PIMCO's firmwide analytics department. Prior to joining PIMCO in 2000, he was a proprietary trader in the fixed income trading group at Credit Suisse First Boston and in the fixed income arbitrage group at Salomon Brothers in New York. Previously, he was head of the exotic and hybrid options trading desk at Citibank in New York. He is the author of numerous scientific and financial papers and the books Bond Portfolio Investing and Risk Management, Pricing and Managing Exotic and Hybrid Options, Fixed Income Finance: A Quantitative Approach and Tail Risk Hedging.  He has 25 years of investment experience and holds a Ph.D. in theoretical particle physics from Harvard University. He has a master's degree in physics and an undergraduate degree from the California Institute of Technology.
Crystal Washington
Social Media Marketing Strategist

Crystal owns CWM Enterprises, a social media instructional brand aimed at training everyone from Gen Y's to Baby Boomers in strategically using social media. She educates consumers on the practical applications of social media networks like Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn and YouTube.  She has worked with Google, Microsoft, GE and others in the U.S., Africa and Europe on social media planning. She has been interviewed by ABC, NBC, FOX, CBS and 
appeared in The Huffington Post, Entrepreneur Magazine, Glamour Magazine, Bloomberg Business Week, and the Associated Press. She was the past host of a weekly technology segment on Houston’s Fox television affiliate. Crystal is the author of the book, The Social Media Why: A Busy Professional’s Practical Guide to Using Social Media Including LinkedIn, Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, Pinterest, Google+ and Blogs for Business. 

Admiral James Winnefeld
Former Vice Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff

Four-Star United States Navy Admiral (ret)

Admiral Winnefeld is the immediate past vice chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, the second highest-ranking officer in the United States Armed Forces. A highly decorated leader, his nearly 40-year celebrated military career included extensive time as a fighter pilot and as an instructor at TOPGUN before he went to the Pentagon. He commanded the Theodore Roosevelt Carrier Strike Group, the United States Sixth Fleet, NATO Joint Command Lisbon, Striking and Support Forces NATO, the USS Enterprise, and the USS Cleveland. While serving as an instructor at the Navy Fighter Weapons School (TOPGUN), he advised Paramount Pictures on the production of the movie Top Gun.  He received a bachelor’s degree in aerospace engineering with high honors from the Georgia Institute of Technology, where he is currently a distinguished professor of the Sam Nunn School of International Affairs and a senior fellow in the Georgia Tech Center for International Strategy, Technology, and Policy. 

Mary M. Deatherage

Morgan Stanley

Mary is a Managing Director and Private Wealth Advisor with Morgan Stanley Private Wealth Management, where she and her team manage approximately $2 billion in assets, as of July 2015. They provide financial planning, asset allocation, manager selection and liaison, estate planning and tax strategies.  She earned her undergraduate degree in English, French and education.  After teaching for five years around the world, she received her master’s in accounting, earned a C.P.A. and undertook audit and acquisition/divestiture work at PriceWaterhouseCoopers.  In 1986, she began her career in wealth management, where she finds a synthesis of her teaching skills and analytical abilities.  Mary is the President of the Association of Professional Investment Consultants (APIC) and the co-chair of the Morgan Stanley President’s Cabinet. She serves on Morgan Stanley’s PWM Council and on its Multi-Cultural Client Committee. She has been named one of Barron’s Top Ranked Women Advisors in America” and America’s Top Advisors: New Jersey since 2006.

Melissa Corrado-Harrison
Merrill Lynch

Melissa is Managing Director – Investments and Private Wealth Advisor with Merrill Lynch.  She has provided wealth management strategies to ultra-high-net-worth clients since 1992.  She began her Merrill Lynch career in the Family High Net Worth Planning division.  In 2001, she became a Private Wealth Advisor within the Private Banking and Investment Group at Merrill Lynch.  .She has received a number of national accolades for excellence as a financial advisor.  From 2009-2015,  Barron’s magazine has named her to its list of Top 1,200 Financial Advisors, recognizing her as the number one advisor in Colorado in 2010 and 2013.  Barron’s also named Melissa one of the Top 100 Women Advisors in 2008- 2015.  Registered Rep magazine named her to its list of the Top 100 Financial Advisors in 2009 and 2016.  Melissa is a graduate of the University of Colorado.

Riley Etheridge Jr.

Merrill Lynch
Riley Etheridge is a Managing Director, Head of Client Segments and Advisor Development at Merrill Lynch Wealth Management.  His team is central to the delivery of Merrill Lynch Wealth Management’s operating model and client-focused strategy.  During his 30 years at Merrill Lynch, he has served as an Advisor, Director and Regional Manager, in addition to his current role.  His professional designations include Chartered Financial Analyst (CFA), Certified Financial Planner (CFP) and Chartered Financial Consultant (CHFC).  He is a graduate of Louisiana State University with a B.A. in History. 

Christopher C. Davis
Davis Advisors

Christopher is the Chairman of Davis Advisors and the Co-Portfolio Manager of the Davis New York Venture Fund, Davis Large Cap SMA portfolios, and the Davis Financial Fund.  He is also a member of the research team for other Davis portfolios. He joined Davis in 1989 and has almost three decades’ experience in investment management and securities research.  He focuses on fundamental research, long-term investment results and putting clients first.  As a sign of faith in his investment philosophy, he has invested the $2 billion alongside shareholders in the funds they manage, and he is the largest shareholder in each of its equity mutual funds.   Previously, he worked at Tanaka Capital Management and State Street Bank & Trust Company.  He received his M.A. from the University of St. Andrews in Scotland.

