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Ladies and gentleman, distinguished guests, Your Excellencies--

It gives me the greatest of pleasure to welcome you tonight.  Thank you very much for attending our gala celebration.  This is indeed a momentous event.  We are gathered here, at the magnificent Plaza Hotel, to mark the twentieth anniversary of the publication of The Yomiuri Shimbun , Japan's biggest newspaper, in the United States.

A long and distinguished history stands behind The Yomiuri Shimbun.  In 1874, on the eve of the Meiji Restoration, as Japan was opening to the West for the first time, The Yomiuri Shimbun  was established, as a definite sign of Japan's rapid modernization at that time.  It was conceived as the first popularly-oriented newspaper in Japan.  It was a publication designed not for scholars and intellectuals, but for the common people, the average reader in Japan.

I should hasten to add that although I have been with the Yomiuri a long time, it is untrue that I helped write the original edition in 1874.  I arrived a few years later. 

In the course of the twentieth century, our headquarters in Tokyo experienced terrible devastation.  It was stricken twice by catastrophe.  First, the Great Kanto Earthquake of 1923, and then the ruination resulting from World War Two.  Yet despite these shattering disasters, we have never ceased publication, and our determination to impart the news to the Japanese reading public has never wavered.  After 120-odd years, we have achieved a circulation of an unprecedented ten million copies.

As a result, the Yomiuri  is now the Number One--Ichiban!--newspaper in the world.  Any doubting Thomases in the audience are invited to consult the Guinness Book of World Records, the voice of authority in such matters, and they will see my assertion borne out.

At the present moment, there are seven hundred and sixty thousand Japanese living outside of Japan throughout the world, including the United States.  And we Japanese, as you know, represent one of the most educated and literate populations in the world.  We like to read.

In July 1977, The Yomiuri Shimbun took note of this fact and made a momentous decision.  We elected to publish and deliver our newspaper outside of Japan for these Japanese nationals, for the purpose of informing them of the very latest developments in the worlds of politics, economics, and culture.  In our world, as is well known, change is accelerating at a breathtaking pace, and our expatriate Japanese readership is determined to keep abreast of changing times.  They demand to be kept au courant.

We originally established our initial U.S. edition, entitled The New York Yomiuri Press , here in New York in July 1977.  At first we found it necessary to import the original metal typeset from Japan.  On a daily basis, we had it flown it in from Tokyo on Japan Air Lines.  But by so doing, we discovered that the news was a day to a day-and-a-half late.

This was unacceptable, both to us and to our readers.  Consequently, in September 1986, we opted to take advantage of the latest technological advances.  We employed a fiber-optic trans-Pacific satellite, known as the Intel Sat, as a transmission device so that we could receive our information instantaneously.  By this time we had founded an office in the city of Los Angeles.  

But we encountered further difficulties.  We found that on occasion, weather conditions  interfered with our satellite transmission.  As a result, we changed our mode of data transmission to underwater cable.  This new edition was first printed in Bangkok, Thailand in May 1991.

However, this was still not enough for our valued readership.  In March 1992, we took a further step and initiated a satellite European edition in London.  In October 1997, we launched an edition in Hong Kong.  This expansion was undertaken to satisfy the growing demands of our news-hungry readership in Europe and Asia.

If I may, I would like to take advantage of this opportunity lay to rest a bothersome and totally specious rumor.  In spite of this great business expansion, we have no intention, at the present time, of purchasing USA Today.  So, please relax. 

When we began publishing in New York, our circulation was limited to a mere 500 copies.  After twenty years, with the help of our loyal readership, printers, and delivery agents, we are now providing over twenty thousand copies a day to our American readers.

In October 1985 we pursued a further business expansion move and started our own weekly edition published in the U.S., called New York Yomiuri.  In 1991, we changed the name of our U.S. daily edition to The Yomiuri America.  Because we had began to include news from the entirety of North and South America, it was only proper to drop the "New York" from the title.

The world has been rocked by thoroughgoing and substantial change in the last twenty years.  Since we started publishing our edition here in the United States, the Cold War has ended, and long-awaited democracy has arrived at last in Russia, Eastern Europe, South Africa, and many other former tyrannies.  But trouble spots still exist, in Europe, the Korean Peninsula, and other locales.  NATO is expanding east, but not all political problems have been resolved.

The Korean situation is still unpredictable, and this, as you know, is a situation that is of very great concern to Japan.  The rise of China as a economic and possible military superpower is a disturbing one, since China is still a vicious dictatorship and has no experience of rule of law.

Presently, relations between Japan and the United States are good, but it is possible that economic rivalry could return, with political friction as the result.

However, whatever transpires in the future, you will be glad to know that The Yomiuri Shimbun is watching closely, and we will be faithful to our mission of reporting the breaking events to you swiftly and honestly.

Again, please accept my heartfelt thanks in coming here tonight.  Please enjoy yourself this evening, and join with me in celebrating The Yomiuri Shimbun's twenty successful and exciting years in this great and wonderful United States.  Good night.

